explanation of how antibodies can continue to be produced after the disappearance of the antigen, by the retention or 'memory' of the process in the nuclei of the relevant cells, after a genetic change. The author follows the current view that only a single antibody exists, which has, however, many facets; and that there is no true distinction between sterile immunity and premunition. The second and third parts of the book are shorter and concern the immunological concept of 'self' and 'not self' (or foreignness) as applied to 'homoparasites' (grafts, feetuses and tumours), and these are followed by a general synthesis of the imaginative and provocative ideas which the author has expressed in the earlier chapters. This is a most stimulating book, short yet not condensed, and light yet full of interest. This volume, one of the most popular in the Recent Advance series, went through 13 editions in twenty-eight years, but the last was twelve years ago. This is a long gap and in the new edition the book has been recast. The physician and the biochemist are joined by an academic clinician and the book is compiled by a total of 17 authors. The scope of medicine has increased so greatly, even since the last edition, that this is probably inevitable. Many of the growing points are reviewed by active workers in the field whose knowledge and approach are modern. The authors, more than half of whom are, or have recently been, attached to the Royal Free Hospital, are all relatively young. They have compiled a well written, up-to-date review which will be of great use to general physicians, specialists wanting to keep up with advances in other fields, examination candidates and enquiring senior students. The profusion of references greatly increases its value.
The book is well illustrated and nicely produced (except for the tiny print of the index). The editors, contributors and publishers are to be congratulated on their achievement. The essence of this work is to apply mathematical analysis to the study of cell dynamics in bone. The concept is original and it should serve as a useful guide to those interested in this form of investigation but, owing to the advanced mathematics involved, it is unlikely to be of much use to the clinician.
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